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Giovanni Matteo Guidetti 

Art historian, specialist of Renaissance and Baroque Florentine Art, of cultural, diplomatic and 

artistic relations between the Polish-Lithuanian Confederation and the Grand Duchy of Tuscany 

under the reign of Cosimo III de’Medici and of the florentine late-baroque painter Michele 

Arcangelo Palloni, active in Lithuania and Poland between 1670s until his death in 1712 c. 

He graduated in the 1994–1995 academic year in Humanistic disciplines and Art History from the 

University of Florence, with a thesis entitled “La chiesa di San Lorenzo a Campi Bisenzio ed 

un’analisi del suo territorio” (thesis supervisor: prof. Maria Grazia Ciardi Duprè Dal Poggetto), 

with evaluation 110/100 e lode. 

In 1995 he became a licensed professional tour guide of Florence, Fiesole, Prato and their own 

countrysides. 

He graduated with a Master in Art History  in the 1998-1999 Academic year at the University of 

Florence, with a thesis entitled “Considerazioni sull’attività pittorica di Michele Arcangelo Palloni. 

Un artista fiorentino tardo-barocco in Polonia” (thesis supervisor: prof. Mina Gregori), with 

evaluation 70/70 e lode. 

Since 2012 he teaches Christian Art, Symbology and Iconography at the Sacred Art School 

Florence, an international school of sacred art based in Florence, promoted by  ARTES 

(Associazione Toscana Ricerca e Studio) together with the Opera del Duomo Foundation of 

Florence, the Pontifical University of the Holy Cross of Rome and the IUL Telematic University of 

Studies created by the Italian Ministry of the University, with the aim of promoting and inspiring 

artist to produce works of drawings, painting and sculpture of excellence at the service of Catholic 

Church and the entire society (https://sacredartschoolfirenze.com/en/about-the-school-

it/instructor/giovanni-guidetti/). 

Since 2015 he teaches Art History at the Lyceum of the Institute of the Sacred Heart of Florence 

(Private, State-Accredited School) (https://www.istitutosacrocuorefirenze.com/Licei-classico-

linguistico-e-scientifico). 

Since 2020 he teaches History of Medieval and Modern art in the 1st level Master’s 

degree/specialization course in sacred art, a course born in collaboration between the School of 

Sacred Art and the IUL Telematic University of Studies 

(https://sacredartschoolfirenze.com/en/master-in-sacred-art/; https://www.iuline.it/en/professional-

master-courses/sacred-art-iii-edition/). 

He curates the annual cultural initiatives of the Society of Saint John the Baptist of Florence 

(https://www.sangiovannifirenze.it/programma/). 

He is an art historical consultant at the Consulate of the Republic of Lithuania in Florence and a 

member of the Editorial Board of the peer-reviewed journal Acta Academiae Artium Vilnensis 

(AAAV), published by the Vilnius Academy of Arts (https://aaav.vda.lt/journal/index). 

Between 2019 and 2020 he collaborated with the pharmaceutical Industry Menarini as an art 

historian to make videos dedicated to famous works of art housed in Florentine museums (available 

on Youtube and on website https://www.menarini.com/en-us/news/menarini-pills-of-art). 
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He edited several essays concerning Florentine artists and monuments of the Renaissance, Baroque 

and Neoclassicism. He especially edited essays concerning both the artistic and cultural relations 

between Florence and Lithuania during the last decades of the XVII century, and the activity of the 

Florentine painter Michele Arcangelo Palloni between Florence and the territories of the Polish-

Lithuanian Confederation, from 1676 to the first decade of the XVIII century. 

Together with Vydas Dolinskas, Emanuele Barletti and Daiva Mitrulevičiūtė he curated the 

exhibition “Florence between Renaissance and Baroque” held in 2018, from July 6 to October 7, in 

the Palace of the Grand Dukes of Lithuania, National Museum of Lithuania, Vilnius. This was an 

operation of high cultural importance that has strengthened bilateral relations between Italy and 

Lithuania. He also co-edited the exhibition catalog, published in three languages (Lithuanian, Italian 

and English). 

He was scientific coordinator and co-curator together with Daiva Mitrulevičiūtė of the ancient art 

exhibition entitled “Between Sacred and Profane. The Giorgio Baratti collection – Milan” which 

presented the Lithuanian audience with a vast selection of paintings and sculptures representative of 

the two main strands of European art between the Middle Ages and the Baroque. The exhibition 

took place in 2020, from February 16 to September 27 in the Palace of the Grand Dukes of 

Lithuania, National Museum of Lithuania, Vilnius. He was also the scientific curator of the related 

trilingual catalog. 

In 2021 he received the honor of the Knight’s Cross of the Order of Merit of Lithuania. 
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