
Dissertation seminars
November 24-25

Art projects at the exhibition are presented and 
discussed by:
Gerda Liudvinavičiūtė
Justina Semčenkaitė
Indrė Liškauskaitė
Sophie Durand

Justinas Dūdėnas - Some Highlights from the 
History of Solar Architecture 
November 26, 18:30-20:00

In the lecture, Dūdėnas will briefly introduce most 
notable inventions, experiments and tendencies, which 
accompanied the development of Sunlight usage in 
architecture. Since the oldest times to contemporaries, 
leaning on everyday culture and art on the one 
side and on science and technologies on the other, 
Dūdėnas will attempt to mark the boundaries of this 
wide panorama by its most significant moments. The 
lecture will be held in Lithuanian.  

Justinas Dūdėnas is a doctoral candidate in 
architecture in Vilnius academy of arts.  Practicing as 
exhibition designer, he is also a long term curator in 
Architektūros fondas and co-host in a national radio 
show about architecture and urbanism “Žmogus ir 
miestas”.

At the end of the exhibition, on November 27-
28, an international forum curated by Vytautas 
Michelkevičius will take place, entitled “Why artists 
are better storytellers than other researchers. 15 
years of writing experiments at the Vilnius Academy 
of Arts and beyond.”

Degrowing Poetics and Counter-Ecologies
A symposium for celebrating other life and re-
thinking image production.
Convened by artist-researcher and film maker 
Miklós (Miki) Ambrózy (Vilnius Academy 
of Arts) and the Vilnius Documentary Film 
Festival, with support by the Department of 
Photography, Animation and Media Arts and the 
Doctoral School of VAA.

December 1, 16:30, Malūnų str. 3, Room 102
16:30
Dwelling, Filming and Experimenting in the Woods
By Karel Doing (NL)

17:30
Dissenting and Discarding 
by Michaela Davidova (CZ-NL)

December 2, 16:30-18:00, Malūnų str. 3, Room 102

Film Farm Canada
31 Years of Film Farm Making: Play, Chance and 
Collaboration
By Philip Hoffman

Nii kina ganaa — all my relations
By Adrian Kahgee

Fugitive Colour
By Terra Long

On Collectivity
By Deirdre Logue
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Imagine GOAT talking VI
17:00 - 19:00
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All events take place in Titanikas Gallery unless stated 
otherwise

Renata Mockutė PERFORMANCE “Architectural 
Bites” and DISCUSSION 
November 7, 18:30-19:30

The performance invites visitors to a “high culture” 
dinner where they “eat” architectural elements, 
creating a unique sensory connection with heritage. 
The work combines art, food, and architecture to 
explore cultural memory in an interactive way. This 
experience challenges traditional ways of evaluating 
heritage by making architectural details tangible and 
edible. It encourages reflection on the preservation 
and reinterpretation of architectural identity.

“Transformation of historical residential buildings’ 
aesthetics: disappearing attributes and possible 
strategies for preserving authenticity”

The discussion focuses on the loss of historical 
features in residential buildings and the challenge 
of preserving authenticity in the face of change. 
Strategies for preserving the aesthetics of historic 
residential buildings are explored. Emphasis is placed 
on striking a balance between preservation and 
contemporary needs by applying creative solutions 
that ensure the sustainability of heritage. Participants 
in the discussion are invited to share their thoughts 
and consider how to preserve historical identity in 
today’s society.

Performance artists: Dmitrijus Andrušanecas, 
Gediminas Stepanavičius, Renata Mockutė 

Contributors: Dainius Putinas, UAB Desertų klubas, UAB 
Vegtomas

Justina Semčenkaitė - Mapping Her: A Threadline of 
Feminism
November 7, 16:00-18:30 public embroidering
November 18, 16:00-18:00 public embroidering
November 19, 16:00-18:00 public embroidering
November 20, 17:00-18:00 embroidery storytelling
November 25, 16:00-18:00 public embroidering
November 26, 16:00-18:00 public embroidering
November 27, 17:00-18:00 embroidery storytelling

The author identifies with the installation as an 
integral part of her process, constantly expanding and 
updating the map of intersections between feminism 
and fashion. The work changes over time — each 
engagement becomes a new layer that adds to the 
trajectory of the investigation. Viewers are invited not 
only to observe, but also to participate — to engage 
through conversation, listening, or reflection.
The author’s live narration while wearing the object 
reveals even more details about the research and 
individual experiences. 

Adomas Žudys and Indrė Liškauskaitė - The 
Conspiracy Session 
November 11, 12:30 

“The Conspiracy Session” invites us to explore the 
conspiracy theories with Adomas Žudys and Indrė 
Liškauskaitė, while creating a collective drawing. During 
the workshop, the participants are invited to re-
construct the archive of Conspiracy theories, collected 
by Adomas Žudys, connect and merge different 
theories, in order to create new conspiracies about the 
historical, cultural and political events that shape our 
knowledge. The participants will learn how to activate 
the archival material that later could be transferred to 
their own practices.

Artūras Mitinas - Open lecture “Senses and Affect 
in Contemporary Art”
November 21, 13:20-15:30

An excursion and lecture entitled “Senses and Affect 
in Contemporary Art” will take place in the VDA 
“Titanikas” Gallery. Originally intended for VDA masters 
students, it will be open for public listeners as well. 
The lecture will review works of art based on Michael 
Polanyi’s ideas of “tacit knowledge” and Isabelle Graw’s 
ideas of “vitality projections”. We will discuss the 
meaning and importance of long-term, constantly 
repeated actions and processes in art, as well as the 
concept of processuality itself.

Exhibition tour by Participants followed by Squeaky 
toys workshop with Delta and Delfina
November 15, 15:00

Squeaky toys workshop with Delta and Delfina is a 
performative and interactive piece, that invites the 
visitors to accomplish a simple task: to rearrange a 
pile of chicken shaped squeaky toys in the order from 
the lowest to the highest pitch. With the assistance 
of Delta the poodle and Delfina the border collie, the 
action might loop to unpredictable development of 
the event. The duration of the event is unknown and 
will depend on the playfulness of the human and 
nonhuman animal participants. The workshop will be 
video recorded.

Indrė Liškauskaitė - Redesigning words
November 18, 12:30

Redesigning words is a drawing and collaging 
workshop that revolves around text pieces found in 
the exhibition. The participants are invited to suggest 
their interpretations for the words and notes shown, by 
re-making the sculptural replicas of the artworks and 
transforming the written ideas into visual narratives, 
symbols systems or simply, re-writing them in other 
words. The action invites to create new meanings and 
rethink the rewriting process, practised daily by the 
doctoral students.

Justė Tarvydė, Ieva Šlaičiūnaitė, Justina 

Semčenkaitė - Cross-Stitching Perspectives: 
Artistic Research in Fashion
November 18, 18:00

The discussion focuses on the loss of historical 
features in residential buildings and the challenge 
of preserving authenticity in the face of change. 
Strategies for preserving the aesthetics of historic 
residential buildings are explored. Emphasis is placed 
on striking a balance between preservation and 
contemporary needs by applying creative solutions 
that ensure the sustainability of heritage. Participants 
in the discussion are invited to share their thoughts 
and consider how to preserve historical identity in 
today’s society.
Screening of the film The Dream (1987), directed by 
Syrian filmmaker Mohammad Malas
November 20, 18:30

Screening of the film The Dream (1987), directed by 
Syrian filmmaker Mohammad Malas, is a poetic and 
deeply human documentary that explores the dreams 
of Palestinian refugees living in camps in Lebanon 
during the early 1980s. Filmed between 1980 and 
1981—shortly before the Sabra and Shatila massacres—
the documentary captures both the haunting trauma 
and enduring hope of a displaced people. Through 
intimate interviews, Malas invites refugees to recount 
their dreams, which blend memories of loss, longing 
for homeland, and visions of return. Rooted in the 
context of the Palestinian struggle and the broader 
Arab political landscape, The Dream stands as one of 
the most significant works in Arab cinema, intertwining 
personal and political realities while reflecting Malas’ 
belief in the power of dreams as a form of resistance 
and remembrance.
Organised by Marija Arzanych Nemcenko in 
collaboration with the Community in VDA for Palestine. 

Ieva Rižė - Imagine GOAT talking VI
November 27, 17:00 - 19:00

“Imagine GOAT talking VI” is a new performance in a 
series, based on Rižė’s dystopic poem of the same 
name. Goats rapidly adapt to changing environments, 
and frequently appear as symbols in religious or 
mythological contexts. Rižė’s goat explores self-form 
through poem repetition in a different environment 
(both physical and conceptual). Characters play 
on those bestial and allegories, associations, 
endlessly morphing between dualities—heroism and 
despair, energy and fatigue, feral and domesticated, 
superpower and vulnerability. This time, the goat will 
explore endless depths of wellness. 
All the information and matter in the creation process 
become dialectical. Time is marked by objects, natural 
artifacts, drawings, costumes, images, words, and 
more. Through noticing and combining elements, 
Rižė enters the fictions, utopias, dystopias and other 
parallel layers of reality. Process is a form of sorting—
recycling, reusing, rehearsing and rethinking. All the 

elements together carry symbolic meaning, often 
denoting temporality and care, as well as relationships, 
pop culture, power, consumerism, and infinite identity. 
Ideologically, the most interesting place is ‘between’—
between inanimate substances and life forms, humans 
and nonhumans, objects and bodies, relationships, 
genders, intimate and public, and concepts 
themselves.

Kipras Dubauskas - Guided tour to Hazelnut island
November 23, 12:00-16:00 

Meeting point: Gerosios vilties bus station

Artist Kipras Dubauskas invites you to visit the 
premises of Hazel Island and visit the most important 
points of the sculpture path developed during his 
doctoral studies.

Hazel Island marks the central point (“Wild Plant 
Garden”), from which a sculpture path is formed 
within a 1km radius. The spatial objects located on 
this trail form a sculptural group. In the near future, 
the artistic interventions that will appear here will 
be exhibited in specific locations - in the unofficial 
Vilnius city bulky waste site (“Spawning ground”), in an 
abandoned electrical substation (“Seismograph”) and 
video installation (“Only dead fish swim downstream”) 
situated in the technical room of the Gariūnai Bridge. 
Meanwhile, restored works by guest artists (from the 
public exhibition “Sculptures on the Neris” curated 
by E.Lubytė in 2003) are exhibited on the Neris River, 
creating dynamic tension in the context of Hazel Island 
and thus acquiring new meanings.

It is no coincidence that the Lazdynai Island Sculpture 
Trail connects with the “100km Trail Around Vilnius” 
initiative that emerged during the pandemic and 
extends it. Acting as an open and active point 
of attraction, it not only expands the concept of 
recreational activities, but also seeks to contribute to 
improving the poor ecological condition, strengthening 
the diminished connection between humans and 
more than humans, and creating new scenarios for the 
future. 

In this tour, the historical facts collected in the course 
of artistic research and testimonies of local residents 
will be intertwined with the topography of the area and 
its geological structure, and the influence of post-war 
industrialization on the development of the city.

The total length of the route is about 6km.


